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Abstract: The correspondence between Arthur Norman Prior and J.J.C. Smart from 1953 to the John Locke Lecturers in 1955, displays Prior’s view on the relationship between logic and metaphysics. It appears, from this correspondence that Smart warned Prior to not base the John Lock Lecturers on tense-logic and the metaphysical problems it proposes to solve. Prior not only didn’t heed Smart’s warning, but the lecturers, far from damaging his career launched him into 10 years of intense research and development of tense-logic as a tool for metaphysical analysis. Two questions beg to be raised by this: Why did Smart believe that Oxford wouldn’t like Prior’s logic, and why was he wrong? Answering these two questions will take us into the history of analytic philosophy and more importantly it will serve as a platform for a deeper appreciation of Prior’s invention of tense-logic for analytic philosophy. This article will argue, based on Smart’s letters to Prior from 1953 to 1955, that while the general incredulity toward metaphysics in 1950s to a large extend can explain Smart’s warning, his correspondence with Prior on the ontological argument for the existence of God makes it evident that Smart did not uncritically share that metaphysical bias. Finally, the article will present three findings from Smart and Prior’s correspondence, which have relevance with regard to the second question: i) Prior’s correspondence with Smart from 1953 – 1955 sharpened his arguments against formalism. ii) In the absence of Quine’s influence, a necessary space was available in which Prior’s metaphysical-friendly approach to the use of logic could grow. iii) Smart provided a strong criticism of the metaphysical assumptions of tense-logic in his letters which Prior made extensive use of and later benefitted from.

