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The Bentham Project is responsible for the scholarly edition of the writings of the British philosopher Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832).  Since 2010, the Bentham Project has been supported by the community of volunteers working on Transcribe Bentham.  This is a crowd-sourcing initiative which asks members of the public to transcribe digital images of Bentham’s manuscripts.  Transcripts produced by volunteers are made available online and used by the Bentham Project in the first stages of its editorial work.  

This paper will summarise the creation, evolution and current operation of the Transcribe Bentham platform.  It will dwell upon the transcription process to explain how transcripts are produced by volunteers, checked by researchers and then fed into the scholarly edition of Bentham’s writings.  It will shed light on some of the challenges of working with members of the public to transcribe very complex material as part of an online project.  It will also indicate the future direction of the initiative: the integration of Handwritten Text Recognition technology that will allow users to ask the platform to help them decipher words that are difficult to read.
