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Abstract:
When philosophers discuss whether first-order logic or tense logic is more suitable for representing natural language sentences, they usually consider examples from everyday life. In this talk I will express six examples drawn from physics, and show how to represent them in both these logics. As we will see, one example requires the use of metric tense logic rather than ordinary tense logic, while the example for special relativity moves us to a form of modal logic.

These examples are all taken from the first part of my recent RUC masters thesis. If there is any time left, I will say a few words about the second part of my masters thesis, which concerns time reversibility and the distinction between first-order logic and tense logic.




