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Abstract
In the first part of this paper the informational structure of the Prior Internet Representation (PIR) is explored (“Foundations of Temporal Logic – The WWW-site for Prior-studies”, http://www.priorstudies.org/, and “Virtual Lab for Prior Studies”, http://research.prior.aau.dk/login_user.php). Arguing from an information science view, the notion of an ‘information system’ is introduced and used to identify 6 informationally relevant systems in PIR. These systems are then mapped onto well-known systems from information science such as Knowledge Organization Systems (KOS), bibliographies, retrievable databases and text repositories, taxonomies, research portals and collaborative academic platforms. The goal with this exercise is to systematically draw on relevant and useful information scientific disciplinary wisdom, which can in the future be utilized for developing and improving the present PIR. This analytic approach is rounded off by a more holistic, synthesizing view on PIR which takes both the interconnectivity of these partial information systems and the broader academic context of PIR, hereunder the users and their motivational background, into account. In the second part of the paper more concrete developmental issues are discussed on the background of the preceding remarks, hereunder the application of conventional knowledge from information science on philosophers’ and logicians’ information needs and information behavior covering topics such as disciplinary terminology, thesauri and classifications in the field of time logic, indexing and information retrieval of time logical information etc. Furthermore domain analysis and some perspectives of time-logical ontologies in information organization will be touched upon. It will become evident that all these exciting perspectives imply a close cooperation between the information science team and the Prior researchers in the project group. The paper closes with some more tentative remarks on the role of PIR in a “real” digital humanities environment and puts forward a proposal for a chronological sequencing of practical steps in developing the PIR in the project time given.
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