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Real possibility is one among many different kinds of possibility, and it stands out in several respects. In a nutshell, real possibilities are alternative possibilities for the future in an indeterministic world. We will discuss the peculiarities of real possibilities and locate the notion of real possibility in the vast landscape of possibilities. In our discussion of the varieties of possibility, we will focus on mainly two aspects, namely on the relation that different kinds of possibility bear to the notion of actuality, on the one hand, and to the notion of reality, on the other. It will become apparent that what primarily distinguishes real possibilities from other kinds of possibilities is that real possibilities are temporal alternatives for a dynamic actuality to evolve rather than modal alternatives to given actuality. We then turn to the formal representation of possibilities. Possibilities are often identified with possible worlds. We argue that the theory of branching time—in contradistinction to the possible worlds framework—is suited to capture the peculiar temporal aspect of real possibilities, the interrelation between actuality, possibility and time. Crucial differences between the two frameworks are highlighted, and it is shown why the possible worlds framework is ruled out as a suitable alternative to the branching time framework in the formal representation of real possibilities. 


