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Abstract:
This talk has two aims. The first is to introduce basic hybrid logic, and the two key tools it uses: nominals and satisfaction operators. Both of these tools were known to Prior, and I will discuss how their contemporary version relate to the version(s) that can be found in Prior’s writings.

But after my introduction, I will focus on nominals. What are they? One can plausibly think of them as names for times, as variables over times, as temporal parameters, as ‘infinite descriptions’ of what propositions hold at a given time, as 0-place modalities, and probably as other things too. Some of these interpretations can be found (or are at least hinted at) in Prior’s writings. But I won’t try to select a ‘best’ interpretation (I don’t think this is a useful thing to do). Instead, I shall show that there are some special nominals that deserve to be called 0-place logical modalities. I will do so by discussing one special nominal in greater detail. This is the special nominal that Prior discussed late in his career: ‘now’.

I won’t presuppose any knowledge of tense or hybrid logic in this talk: the ideas are simple and elegant, and can be explained straightforwardly. Nonetheless by the end of the talk, I hope to have highlighted some of the conceptual issues concerning the interpretation of nominals (and hybrid logic) that are relevant to the project.



